
What is child abuse?  
The Children’s Protection Act 1993 (SA) defines and identifies child abuse into 
four categories: Physical, Sexual, Emotional and Neglect. 
 
Definitions 
  
Physical  
Physical abuse occurs when a child suffers, or is likely to suffer significant 
harm, from an injury inflicted by a child’s parent or caregiver. The injury may 
include bruises, cuts, burns or fractures. 
 
Sexual Abuse  
Sexual Abuse occurs when a person uses power or authority over a child to 
involve the child in any type of sexual activity for his or her own sexual 
gratification, stimulation or economic gain and the child’s parent or caregiver 
has not, or is unable to protect the child. Physical force is sometimes involved. 
 
Emotional Abuse  
Emotional abuse is a chronic attack on a child or young person’s self esteem. 
A child/young person can also be subjected to emotional abuse by exposure 
to a dysfunctional environment including domestic violence. 
 
Neglect  
Neglect is the failure to provide a child with the basic necessities of life that 
can occur by deliberate action, or inaction, as well as an inability to 
understand and provide basic necessities such as food, clothing, shelter, 
hygiene, medical treatment and supervision. 
 
Reasonable Grounds  
Under mandatory notification legislation, a mandated notifier must report 
suspected or known cases of child abuse to The Department of Communities 
and Social Inclusion (DCSI) based on “reasonable grounds”.  Reasonable 
grounds may consist of a view or belief that abuse is, or is likely to occur 
based on personal knowledge, abuse indicators or other information at hand. 
 
It is not essential to be in possession of information that may provide absolute 
proof, nor is it the responsibility of or appropriate for a mandated notifier to 
investigate or make additional enquiries that may have the potential to 
contaminate or hinder a professional investigation.  Obviously, in order to form 
a view in some situations, questions might have to be asked of a child or other 
person claiming to have knowledge of a child at risk.  Great caution should be 
taken in these situations. 
 
Indicators can/may include  
When a child tells you that he/she has been abused  
When a child or adult tells you that he/she knows of a child subject to abuse 
When you make observations of a child’s behaviour, change in behaviour, 
emotional state and or injuries. 


